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PRESIDENTS’ MESSAGE 

Dear Skyline PTSA Members, 
 
Our Skyline PTSA has been hard at work executing our “Enrich, Enhance & 
Empower” goals.   
GOAL #1:  Enrich  

1. PARENT EDUCATION/PTSA MEETING:  On October 17th we had 
our second General PTSA meeting and a Parent Education class 
covering cyber safety with Seattle Police Office Stefanie Thomas 
presenting. 

2. FINDING KIND:  On January 31th, we’ll be hosting a viewing of the 
documentary on girl bullying Finding Kind at Skyline.   

3. COLLEGE READINESS:  The PTSA has offered 2 SAT Preparation 
Courses this fall and will offer another course in March.   

GOAL #2:  Enhance 
1. COMMUNITY SERVICE LEARNING FAIRE:  On November 10th, the 

PTSA hosted the Community Service Faire for students with over 50 
different volunteer organizations attending.   

2. STUDENT RECOGNITION - COMMUNITY SERVICE LEARNING 
HOURS:  If a student records 100 hours of community service 
during his/her 4 years at Skyline High School, they will earn a 
special cord and recognition at their graduation ceremony. 

3. STAFF APPRECIATION:   Looking for a way to get involved?  An 
easy way is to help provide treats for the staff once a month.  If 
you’re interested please contact, Tami deVita, devita5@comcast.net  

4. REFLECTIONS:  Thank you to all the students for participating in 
our “Diversity Means” Reflections program! 

5. GRANTS:  The Skyline PTSA has put your donations to work by 
granting $20,254 Skyline this fall.  We will donate additional $3,000 
in the spring. 

GOAL #3:  Empower  
1. MEMBERSHIP:  We are happy to report that we currently have 

1,291 members.  We are currently down 150 members compared to 
last year.  Our goal is to reach 100% membership at 1,900 
members.  Please encourage your friends and family to join today . 

2. Issaquah Schools Foundation :  Our PTSA recently made a $500 
donation to ISF on your behalf during the All in for Kids Campaign.   

 
We will continue to work towards our goals and help make Skyline a more 
enriching experience for your child. 

Deb Smith & Carol Stamper 
Co-Presidents, Skyline High PTSA  
 

 

mailto:devita5@comcast.net
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Skyline PTSA News 

 

PTSA Membership Goal 

The Skyline PTSA Directories have been mailed to all PTSA members. It’s not too late to join PTSA 

and get your directory. Go to http://www.skylineptsa.org/join/join2011.html  to join today.  

Contact SandiDong@comcast.net if you have any membership questions. 

 

 

Reflections 
We had 39 entries across all genres at Skyline for the 2011-2012 Reflections program.  Our theme 
this year was “Diversity Means…”.  Following is a list of our 12 District Finalists:   
 
In visual arts, we have eight finalists; Micah Sikkema, Alexandra Athams, Linlin Xing, Stephanie Yu, 
Karan Sunil, Shirley Lin, Katie Duchich and Jessica Guo. In literature, we have two finalists: Emily 
Feng  and Niyathi Chakrapani.  In photography, Pratik Vaidya is a finalist.  In music, Nirupama 
Suneel is a finalist.  
 
Congratulations to these Skyline Students! 

 
 

PTSA College Readiness - SAT/ACT Mock Tests  
As a service to our families the PTSA organizes “mock” SAT/ACT 
testing opportunities several times throughout the year for students.  
The easiest way to learn about the dates and how to register is by 
visiting our website:  
www.skylineptsa.org/programs/collegereadiness.htm .  For more 
information you can contact the program chair: Jeanni Kenison at 
(Jeanni.kenison@surlatable.com).   
 
We know as parents enter the high school years this can all be very 
confusing as to how best to help your student.  For example, what is 
the difference between the PSAT and a mock test and a real test and 
when should my student take any of these tests?  We encourage you to look at our website and at 
the SHS Guidance Center website for more information.  Another very helpful website to prepare 
for the college search/application process is www.college-board.com.  
 
 

PTSA Service Learning Program Collection 

We have begun to collect students’ community service hours on the 1st Monday of the month during 
lunches in the Commons.  Come look for us!  Forms can also be dropped off in the Career Center. 
 
What are Community Service Hours?    Volunteer hours spent performing services without pay or 
other compensation for the good of the individual, agency, community or society. 
The guidelines and recording form are available in the Career Center and also on the PTSA website 
under Service Learning Program. (The older green cards can still be turned in—no need to redo!) 

Important dates: 
March 3 – Next Mock 

ACT (register by 2/25) 
March 3 - Next Mock 
SAT (register by 2/29) 

March 22 - Next SAT 
prep class begins 

(register by 3/16)  

 

http://www.skylineptsa.org/join/join2011.html
mailto:SandiDong@comcast.net
http://www.skylineptsa.org/programs/collegereadiness.htm
mailto:Jeanni.kenison@surlatable.com
http://www.college-board.com/
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There are several guidelines as to what constitutes volunteer hours 
accepted by PTSA—note that hours performed for other clubs may 
qualify; however hours spent sleeping, eating, traveling and hours 
required for class credit ( i.e. Health or Sports Med) do not count.  
Hopefully you got some good ideas through our Service Learning 
Fair. Also note that on the SHS website through the Career Center 
link is a page of information regarding volunteer opportunities.  
A great website for those unsure as to what they would like to do is 
www.dosomething.org which helps match your interests with 
available volunteer opportunities. 
 
Seniors - A list of all Seniors with more than 100 hours and less than 

100 hours will be published after the first of the year.  To be eligible to wear a Service Learning 
Cord at graduation, at least 100 hours of eligible community service must be turned into the 
PTSA by the deadline of April 15 th . 
Have any questions?  Contact co-chairs—Ramona Lawrence ramonalawrence@comcast.net or Ann 
Weingarden b4wine@comcast.net. 
 

 

Thank You 

Many thanks to our chairs for Reflections, Tami Armstrong and Melanie Vargas, and our Service 

Learning Fair chair, Teresa Bretl, for organizing and conducting those programs.  Thanks to Karin 

Plastina and Gina Lederman for chairing the PTSA Grants program.   Also, a big thank you to Patty 

Grembowski for putting together and distributing the school directory. 

 

 

 

 

School News 

 

Finding Kind    

This documentary has received international recognition as a vehicle for 
raising awareness of the effects and impact of girl against girl "crime".  
That "crime" is bullying, rumors, exclusion, and downright meanness.  
The Kind Campaign was initiated by two young women from Pepperdine 
University.  In 2009 they came together and decided to do something 
about the issue of girl on girl meanness.  The result was the Kind 
Campaign (www.kindcampaign.com) and the movie Finding Kind. We 
encourage you to take some time to explore the website and read a bit 
more about this wonderful campaign.  You've probably heard about this 
movie; the young filmmakers, Molly Thompson and Lauren Parsekian, 
have appeared on many talk shows, given interviews and generated tons 
of positive publicity and support.  Many, many schools in our area have 
taken the initiative of bringing the film into their community and given it 
ringing endorsements. 

 
THE NEXT 
COLLECTION DATE 

WILL BE ON 
DECEMBER 5TH 
DURING LUNCH AT 

THE TABLE IN THE 
COMMONS 
 

 

 

An Important 

Event brought to 

you by SHS, 

PTSA, and ISF 

 

http://www.dosomething.org/
mailto:ramonalawrence@comcast.net
mailto:b4wine@comcast.net
http://www.kindcampaign.com/
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Due to certain language and content, Finding Kind is recommended for students in and 
above middle school, ages 11 years and up. 
 
Skyline  High School ɀ January 31st at 6:30 pm 
Issaquah High School ɀ February 1st at 6:30 pm 
Skyline High School & Issaquah High School have partnered with the PTSAs, the Issaquah PTSA 
Council, the Issaquah Schools Foundation and ASBs of their respective schools and feeder middle 
schools (PLMS, BLMS, PCMS, IMS) to host Community Events on the evenings of January 31st and 
February 1st.  These screenings will be held in each high school’s theater and will begin at 6:30.  
 
After the screenings, filmmakers Lauren Parsekian  and Molly Thompson will lead a 
discussion and question answer session, talk about their experiences with the Kind 
Campaign and also hand out Apology, Kind, and Pledge Cards for students who want to make 
amends.  It is particularly meaningful to attend this event as a family - especially for mothers and 
daughters.  That being said, we want our young men to grow up as sensitive and caring people who 
will learn to understand the women in their lives!  This film might open some doors to them as well.  
Please help spread the word. 

 

 

Upcoming Meetings on IB Program 

IB Information Night for Current 9th and 10th graders:  February 7th, 7 PM, 
Skyline’s Lyceum Theater. The meeting will include an overview of the IB 
program for current 9th and 10th graders and their parents. The focus of this 
meeting will be on selecting a high school schedule that allows for the 
appropriate level of academic challenges and on transitioning into the IB 
program. 
 
IB Information Night for Current 7th and 8th graders: March 6th, 7 PM, Skyline’s 
Lyceum Theater. The meeting will include an overview of the IB program for 
current 7th graders, 8th graders and their parents. The focus of this meeting will 
be preparing for rigorous coursework in high school. 

 

 

Culminating Projects 
Your student should be in the midst of or finishing his/her yearly portion of the 
culminating project.  For freshman not in Earth Science or sophomores not in 
Biology, they may have missed the meeting to get them started.  Make sure they 
are getting the information, contact their counselor, or go to 
http://www.shs.issaquah.wednet.edu/Teachers/career/STEP/step.htm at the 
SHS website to find out what is required.  This is a requirement to graduate! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Finals 
Schedule 

 
Jan. 18 

9:40am – 2:31 pm 
Periods 5 & 6 

 
Jan. 19 

7:25-10:26am 
Periods 3 & 4 

 
Jan. 20 

7:25-10:26am 
Periods 1 & 2 

 

http://www.shs.issaquah.wednet.edu/Teachers/career/STEP/step.htm
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Skyline’s 8
th

 Annual Holiday Bazaar 

 

Saturday, December 3rd, 2011     
  
9 AM – 3 PM 
Olympic Gym and Lower Commons 
Sponsored by Skyline HS Booster Club 
  
 
Please mark your calendars for this wonderful annual 
event. This is our 8th year that we will come together 
with the community to raise funds for the students’ 
After-School Activities and Clubs here at Skyline. It has 
traditional ly been one of the most fun and well 
attended events of the year. Look for: 
  
 ̈     Quality Artisan Vendors 
 ̈     Gift Wrap Station 
 ̈     Snowflake Café 
 ̈     Holiday Music 
 ̈     Raffle Items 
 ̈     Bake Sale 

  
We have many repeat vendors as well as a great 
selection of new ones – you won’t be 
disappointed!  Please plan to come and shop at our 
exceptional artisan vendor booths, enjoy holiday 
music, have lunch at the Snowflake Café, get your gifts 
wrapped, pick up some tasty baked goods and try your 
luck at winning one of our unique raffle prizes. 
  
In addition: 
We are also in need of many donations to help supply our Bake Sale Booth with sugar and spice and 
everything nice! We need of bags of 3 to 4 cookies per bag, wrapped items such as cookies on plates, 
pies, cakes, caramel corn, fudge, toffee, peanut brittle in bags or on plates (single serve or for a 
crowd)  or one of your favorite holiday non-perishable desserts – the sky’s the limit for what you 
would like to bring! Please make sure all baked goods are wrapped and in non-returnable 
containers or plates. If you would like, feel free to festively decorate your bags and wrapped treats 
with ribbon etc. Appealing packaging is much appreciated. 
  
If you are able to make something tasty for our Bake Sale Booth please email our Bake Sale 
Chairperson Nirmala at nirmala.grutzius@comcast.net and let her know what you are able to bring. 
Please deliver baked goods to SHS –wrapped, decorated and ready to sell - before 9:00 am Saturday, 
December 3rd, 2011. (You can also drop off your goodies on Friday Dec 2 at SHS after school in the 
Lower Commons area.) 
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State PTA/Legislative News        
Dear Skyline PTSA members, 
Why should you care about legislative stuff? It matters more this year then I have seen in my 10 
years of education advocacy.  Below are just some of the proposals in this legislative session:  

¶ Cut 10 days from the school year  
¶ Add over 5 students in every class above 4th grade  
¶ Increase taxes to pay for our schools  
¶ Charter schools  
¶ Through the teachers evaluation process provide support for struggling teachers and 

principal  

You need to speak up, now more than ever.   The PTA can be a political force if we collectively speak 
up.  Our legislators plead with us to get parents to speak up.  Our legislators tell us that they hear 
from pet advocates and pornography advocates more then they hear from education advocates. 
 
If you see an email go through your inbox that asks for you to speak up, please speak up!  You do 
not have to agree with the PTA position, but you DO need to speak up! 
 
Kelly Munn 
Skyline HS Legislative Chair 
 
The budget has to be cut, but where?  Should we increase class size?  Raise revenue?  Cut school 
days?  How would YOU make it happen?  Try it yourself with the link below and share with your 
friends. 
http://www.educationvoters.org/budget -calculator/  

  

Issaquah School District News  

High School Schedule Committee 

ISD has formed a committee of administrators, district staff, teachers and parents to look at the use 

of time and scheduling for the district high schools.  The purpose is to design a common schedule 

for the high schools that will consolidate resources and improve the efficiency of school schedules.  

To follow what the committee is doing, go to 

http://www .issaquah.wednet.edu/district/departments/secondary/HSSchedule/Default.aspx. 

 

 

School Board Award 

The Issaquah School Board was one of only 16 across the state honored as a 2011 Board of 
Distinction by the Washington State School Directors’ Association (WSSDA) at its annual conference 
last weekend.  WSSDA’s Boards of Distinction awards program honors school boards that 
demonstrate effective use of the Washington School Board Standards. The standards, developed 
and adopted by WSSDA in 2009, promote researched-based governance practices that lead to high 
levels of student and district performance. 

http://www.educationvoters.org/budget-calculator/
http://www.issaquah.wednet.edu/district/departments/secondary/HSSchedule/Default.aspx
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Issaquah School Foundation 
Our community went ‘All in for Kids’ to the tune of $325,000.  Gifts poured in 

from parents, businesses, current, new and past donors in amounts from $1 to 

$5,000.  Thank you for heeding our call.  Every contribution offers our students 

the gift of a comprehensive, 21st century education today for success in the 

global marketplace tomorrow.  We are sincerely appreciative of the support.  

Remember - Our $325,000 total includes pledges and anticipated matching gifts.  If you made a 

pledge or indicated an employee match, please follow through!  

 

If a stop on the Amazon site in on your holiday shopping list, please use the ISF site to take you 
there.  Visit isfdn.org and click on the Amazon logo in the top left corner. You’ll be taken to the 
Amazon site. Once there, add the link to your bookmarks. Then shop as usual and with no further 
effort on your part, up to 8% of your total purchase will be donated to the Foundation. Happy 
shopping.  

 

 

Volunteers for Issaquah Schools (VIS)  
Here are some important numbers regarding the Issaquah School 
District Bond that will be on the ballot April 17, 2011: 
 
¶ About 40% - given the history of elections in the Issaquah School District, this is the percent 

of registered voters that are likely to vote in this special election on April 17, 2012.  Broken 
down, that number includes only 5,374 parents. 

¶ 60%+1—the percentage of YES votes needed to pass this bond.  Per state law, this is a 
supermajority. 

¶ About 13, 434—the actual number of YES votes needed to actually pass the bond, based on 
past voter turnout.  This is out of a total of 55,000 registered voters. 

¶ About $100,000—how much it costs the school district to run an issue on the ballot.  The 
school district must pay King County for this special election, and if the bond does not pass 
on April 17, 2012 the ISD must spend another $100,000 to have the issue put on another 
ballot.  These dollars come from the same fund that supports classroom operations.  

 
For more information about the bond package, go to: www.issaquah.wednet.edu/district/bond . 
To register to vote go to: www.kingcounty.gov/elections/registration . 
 
 
 

 

 

Recap of Upcoming Events 
Dec. 3 – Holiday Bazaar 

Dec. 5 – Service Learning Collection Day 

Jan. 18-20 Finals 

Jan. 31 – Showing of Finding Kind at SHS 

Feb. 7 – IB Information Night for 9th and 10th grades 

March 3 – Mock ACT and SAT tests 

March 6 – IB Information Night for 7th and 8th grades 

March 22 – SAT Prep Class begins 

April 17 – ISD Bond vote 

 

 

 

http://www.issaquah.wednet.edu/district/bond
http://www.kingcounty.gov/elections/registration

