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PRESIDENTS’ MESSAGE

Thank you for choosing to be a member of the Skyline PT'SA and be a
voice in the education of your student. With your support, we will
continue to serve the students and families of Skyline as they make
their journey through high school.

You will be receiving this in-depth newsletter quarterly along with bi-
monthly updates of timely information by a link sent directly to your
email account. Our goal is to help keep you updated on all the hap-
penings at Skyline. We solicit information from the guidance center,
the principal, ASB and other parent groups, always striving to deliver
the news you need to know.

Some upcoming events we want to highlight are the Reflections pro-
gram which will be kicking off this week, the theme this year is “Di-
versity means ...”; we have mock SAT and ACT tests coming up
along with a SAT prep course starting; our $10,000 donation to the
Humanities department to compliment the curriculum adoption by
the district; and two Parent Ed events. On October 17th, we will host
“Navigating the Social Media and Internet” by Officer Stefanie
Thomas of the Seattle Police; this is a follow up to the presentation
the freshman will be receiving on October 12th. On January 24th, we
will be hosting “Finding Kind”, a documentary and discussion about
dealing with Bullying and Mean girls as you navigate through the
teens. You can find more information about these events and many
others in the newsletter.

If you are looking to get involved, there is always a place; a couple of
the opportunities you will find are a Parent Ed publicity lead, Staff
Appreciation hosts and many others.

We are looking forward to serving the Skyline community as we all
navigate through another awesome school year at Skyline.

Deb Swith & Carol St Camper

Co-Presidents
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PTSA Membership Goal

Our membership number
is currently over 1100.
Our goal is that every stu-
dent at Skyline is
represented by an adult
voice in the Skyline High
PTSA.

If you haven'’t joined yet
and you are wondering
why you should join PTSA
at the high school level,
here are some reasons to
consider. The Skyline

PTSA does a lot to support
the school through pro-
grams like the mock
SAT/ACT tests and SAT
prep classes. We give fi-
nancial support for curri-
culum improvements and
grants to individual teach-
ers from money collected
through membership con-
tributions. You can find
out more about how PTSA
donations are supporting
SHS this year in this new-

sletter. PTSA membership
helps you be more con-
nected to the school with
our e-newsletters. PTSA
members also receive cop-
ies of the student directo-
ry, a must-have for your
students.

To join PTSA, please visit
our website:
http:/ /www.skylineptsa.or

g.

PTSA Curriculum Grant

Each year the Skyline
PTSA gives a large grant to
the school to support cur-
riculum where it is most
needed. This year our
$10,000 grant went to-

ward adoption of the new

Language Arts curriculum.

PTSA Curriculum Grants
aim to support academi-
cally balanced and well-

rounded students. Past
year grants have funded
science and music labs
and physical education
department equipment.

Join the Skyline IB Parents’ Group

We are parents of students
who take IB classes at
Skyline High School. Our
goal is to share informa-
tion about the IB program
and to provide advocacy
and support for IB stu-
dents, families, and edu-
cators. Our group is a
great resource for anyone
interested in IB classes
whether their student ul-
timately takes one IB
course or becomes a com-
plete IB diploma candidate
student. Currently, over
60% of juniors and seniors
take at least one IB
course. The IB Parents
group works with the

school to make sure that
parents have the informa-
tion they need to make
informed decision about
IB testing (registration for
the spring tests is in No-
vember), information
about student presenta-
tions (such as the Group 4
project that typically hap-
pens in February), and
general information to
help families.

The chairs of this program
this year are Sharon Law-
son and Cristina Miola.
To receive updates from
our group: Email: ib-
bar-

ents@googlegroups.com.
Please provide your child's
name, graduation year,
and best phone number to
reach you.

We currently need vo-
lunteers to run the con-
cession stand for the Oc-
tober 14th football game.
This is a great way to meet
IB parents, show the Sky-
line students and parents
that you are connected,
and support our IB group.
Please RSVP to Cristina
Miola at mmi-
ola@comecast.net or 425-
281-2428.



http://www.skylineptsa.org/
http://www.skylineptsa.org/
mailto:ib-parents@googlegroups.com
mailto:ib-parents@googlegroups.com
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NAVIGATING THE SOCIAL MEDIA
AND INTERNET

The Issaquah School District and Skyline High School PTSA
cordially invite you to find out what every parent needs to
know....

a¢KAA Aa | L
just explodingX éccording

to Stefanie Thomas of the *x Stefa n ie Th omas *x
Seattle Police Department. Victim Advocate with the Seattle Police Depart-
ment Internet Crimes against Children Task Force,
will be speaking about:

O?tatle;th Social Networking

Monday Sexting
7:00 pmT 9:00 pm Cyber-bullying

Location: Ga ming

Skyline High School Virtual Worlds
1122 228" Ave SE

Sammamish, WA 98075 Highlights will include:

~No Charge™ e What our students are actually doing and why
e Characteristics of bullies and victims
e Addictive behavior

e Prevention and detection
e Parental controls
e Safety tips

For more information, please
contact Skyline High School PTSA Please take this opportunity to have all your questions

President: Deb Smith .
p;ﬁ;:&tmitﬁ ® e?rltthnnk.n ot answered about High School Student Internet Safety.



mailto:pauldebsmith@earthlink.net
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PTSA College Readiness - SAT/ACT Mock Tests

As a service to our families
the PTSA organizes “mock”
SAT/ACT testing oppor-
tunities several times
throughout the year for
students. The easiest way
to learn about the dates
and how to register is by
visiting our website:
www.skylineptsa.org/prog
rams/collegereadiness.ht
m . For more information
you can contact the pro-
gram chair: Jeanni Keni-
son at
(Jeanni.kenison@surlatabl
e.com).

We know as parents enter
the high school years this
can all be very confusing
as to how best to help
your student. For exam-
ple, what is the difference
between the PSAT and a
mock test and a real test
and when should my stu-
dent take any of these
tests? We encourage you
to look at our website and
at the SHS Guidance Cen-
ter website for more in-
formation. Another very
helpful website to prepare

Important dates:

Oct. 22 — Next Mock
ACT (register by
10/19)

Nov. 28 - Next SAT
prep class begins (reg-
ister by 11/23)

March 3 - Next Mock
SAT (register by 2/29)

for the college
search/application

process is www.college-
board.com.

PTSA Service Learning Program

Skyline PTSA has a Ser-
vice Learning Program
which collects community
service hours for students
in 9-12th grade. There are
many reasons for perform-

COLLECTIONS
WILL BEGIN ON
OCTOBER 3RD
DURING LUNCH AT
THE TABLE IN THE
COMMONS

ing community service
among which are personal
gratification as well as im-
proving your college appli-
cations. Students who
turn in 100 hours of eligi-
ble service by the spring
deadline of April 15t of
their senior year can
wear graduation cords.
Please don’t delay if you
have eligible hours to
submit so you won’t be

disappointed to have
missed this recognition.

What are Community Se r-
vice Hours? They are vo-
lunteer hours spent per-
forming services without
pay or other compensation
for the good of an individ-
ual, agency, community or
society. Guidelines and
the recording form are
available in the Career
Center and also on the
PTSA website under Pro-
grams/Service Learning,
as well as at school at the
monthly lunchtime collec-
tion. Read the guideline
carefully; note that hours
performed for other clubs
may qualify, however only
time spent actually work-
ing and hours required for
class credit ( i.e. Health or
Sports Med) do not
count.

The SHS Career Center
page on the SHS website
has information regarding

volunteer opportunities. A
great website for those un-
sure as to what they
would like to do is
www.dosomething.org
which helps match your
interests with available
volunteer opportunities.

Students can begin re-
cording hours now and
turn them in when they
have collected a minimum
of 25 hours. Service per-
formed during the summer
is accepted as long as it
meets the program guide-
lines. Collections will be-
gin on October 3rd during
lunch at the table in the
Commons and continue
on the first Monday of
every month. You may
also turn in forms at the
Career Center.

Have any questions? Con-
tact—Ramona Lawrence at
ramonala-
wrence@comcast.net



http://www.skylineptsa.org/programs/collegereadiness.htm
http://www.skylineptsa.org/programs/collegereadiness.htm
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mailto:ramonalawrence@comcast.net

Spartan Scoop Quarterly

Reflections

The PTSA believes all
children deserve a quality
arts education and encou-
rages students to pursue
artistic expression through
participation in its Reflec-
tions Program. The Pro-
gram offers students the
opportunity to create orig-
inal works in the following
categories:

- dance / choreography

- film production

- literature

- musical composition

- photography

- visual arts

nition with entries in film
and visual arts. This year
the theme is "Diversity
Means ..." Information
about the program can be
found at www.wastatep-
at www.wastatep-
ograms/reflections. More
information specific to
Skyline students will be
available soon from our
program chairs, Melanie
Var-

gas melanie@vargas.com a
nd Tami

Armstrong tamijarmstrong

@gmail.com.

2010 entry from Samantha

Stendal ,

unite our world one step at

a

Last year, two Skyline
students won state recog-

ti meod

Skyline Guidance Center

Check the Guidance Center website for information on:

Registration Information
College planning
Culminating Project Information

Upcoming presentations from the Career Center

College Visit Schedule
Job and volunteer opportunities
And much more

For Parents and Students: What You Should Know About Your Year in High

School

Freshman Year

It takes a while to figure out how to get around, who to ask if you have
questions, and how to find out what opportunities are available.

Take some time to meet your counselor. However, be aware that your
counselor will be very focused on her senior students at the beginning
of the year, making sure they are on track to graduate. So you might
want to wait a little bit before trying to book an appointment with
them unless it is an emergency.

0Together

Who do | ask?

Go to these websites to
get answers to most of
your questions:
http://www.shs.issaquah.
wed-
net.edu/Administrators/as

k.asp
and

R D e



http://www.wastatepta.org/programs/reflections
http://www.wastatepta.org/programs/reflections
mailto:melanie@vargas.com
mailto:tamijarmstrong@gmail.com
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http://www.shs.issaquah.wednet.edu/Administrators/ask.asp
http://www.shs.issaquah.wednet.edu/Administrators/ask.asp
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As you get to know the school you will start to understand the ebb and
flow of things and the best time to seek information. For now, enjoy the
start of the year and relax into high school. Find a club to join! It will be a
fun experience.

You may hear a lot about the culminating project that is a graduation re-
quirement for all students. This project is broken down by grade level and
into very manageable pieces. The freshman portion involves exploring
your interests, skills, and possible career options. Details can be found at
http:/ /www.shs.issaquah.wednet.edu/Teachers/career/forms /FINAL%20
FRESH%20CP.pdf

Sophomore Year

Your first order of business should be to make sure that you are signed
up for the PSAT that will occur during the school day on Wednesday, Oc-
tober 12. All sophomores and juniors at SHS are expected to participate
in the PSAT however Sophomores take the PSAT solely as a practice for
next year.

Your next steps for the culminating project will be introduced during Biol-
ogy class in the fall. If you have already taken Biology, email your counse-
lor to see when you can attend the session. Sophomores learn how to
write a resume and cover letter and practice job interviews. They also ex-
pand Career Exploration activities. Details are at

http:/ /www.shs.issaquah.wednet.edu/Teachers/career/forms/10th%20g
rade%20cp%20updated%20'11.pdf

Junior Year

Have you signed up for the PSAT? This is a great introduction to the SAT
and is the way to begin the college application process.

Subscribe to the SHS
student newspaper,
The Forum! Get all 7
issues mailed to you
for $23 as a fundraiser
to help pay publishing
costs.

Interested?
Send your name and
mailing address with

payment (check made
out to SHS Journalism
Fund) to Susan Ish-
mael
Skyline High School
1122 228™ Ave SE
Sammamish, WA
98075

Questions?

Ask Ms. Ishmael at
Ish-
maelS@issaquah.wed
net.edu

Juniors also are encouraged to take the mock SAT/ACT which consists of real versions of the
tests and are provided several times throughout the school year. The PTSA also sponsors even-
ing SAT prep classes at Skyline for interested students. Most students take the SAT and/or
ACT during the second semester of their junior year and again in the summer or fall semester

of their Senior year.

The junior portion of the culminating project will be discussed in English classes. Juniors
complete a High School and Beyond plan and polish their resume and cover letter. For more

information, go to

http:/ /www.shs.issaquah.wednet.edu/Teachers/career/forms/Complete%201 1thGr%20CP%2

OPacket%20w%20instruction%20%20resume%20%20HSBP.pdf

Senior Year

If you thought junior year was intense, get ready for the first half of Senior year! Counselors

visit senior English classes in September to present college application information and
processes. If you don’t have an English class fall semester, email your counselor to set up a
time to attend. This same presentation is given for parents in an evening session October 4.
Seniors often retake the SAT/ACT in the fall to improve their scores. Then it is college applica-
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http://www.shs.issaquah.wednet.edu/Teachers/career/forms/Complete%2011thGr%20CP%20Packet%20w%20instruction%20%20resume%20%20HSBP.pdf
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tion essay writing time — easily the most stressful part of the process. Use the resources avail-
able to you, including your teachers. Finally, make sure you are aware of your application
deadlines and give your teachers and counselors plenty of time to help you with references and
transcripts.

The completion of your culminating project is a graduation requirement. Make sure all the
previous years’ parts have been submitted and entered into the system. The Senior portion
consists of an “Exit Interview” held the first part of December. More information can be found
at http://www.shs.issaquah.wednet.edu/Teachers/career /STEP/step.htm

If you stay on top of things the first half of the year, you can really enjoy all the fun parts of the
second half — making plans for graduation, yearbook photos, fighting senioritis (unsuccessfully)
and finally graduation! Check for information on the SHS website; click on Senior Information
in blue on the right side. There is also a link there to the Senior Parent Committee that orga-
nizes graduation activities.

Senior Information

There will be an important senior meeting on Oct. 7 at 1:30 pm in
Olympic Gym followed by the class photo on the football field. Gradua-
tion announcement forms will be distributed at this time.

] - If you are looking for information about senior yearbook pictures and
( dedications, go to the school website and, on the right hand side, click

on Senior Information. Special note for the dedications: you will

need to print out the form, fill it out, and bring it with your dedication
message and pictures in an envelope to the ASB bookkeeper at Skyline. Senior pictures are
due Nov. 1, dedications are due Dec. 1.

Washington State State PTA News
" The Washington State PTA will be updating their legislative platform
Pm in October and would like member feedback on the proposed plat-
form. Tell them what you think! Take the survey at
http://www.surveymonkey.com /s /JJK9WVD

everychild. one voice.

PTSA Membership Benefits!

All PTSA members can get a 20% discount on Hertz car rental by using code #1929580 and
free enrollment in the Hertz #1 gold club program ($60 fee waived to members).

Office Max gives 10% off on certain items by showing your membership card.

All details on benefits are available on the state and national website login~ Together pass-
word ~ WeCan (case sensitive)
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Issaquah Schools Foundation ISSAQUAH

...to the All in for Kids Annual Fund Campaign®/e know that

OOAOA EOTAEIC AliITA AAT G0 POI FOUNDATION : s lo e
our kids deserve and the marketplace demandgll in for Kidsis

our opportunity, as parents, to make sure our children have access to the resources they need to

succeed. Our gif will fund investments as diverse as the VOICE Mentoring Program for struggling

students to the Financial Literacy Program, Robotics Clubs and Computer Science and Web Design

classes that prepare our students for the challenges of college and beyond.

Give what you can with the knowledge that your gift will make a difference to every student in every
classroom, every year. Go teww.isfdn.org to make yourAll in for KidsAnnual Fund Campaign gift.
Our kids are countingon you.

Free Money
-TTAU TAU 110 AA EAIT T ET ¢ A£0I7 Busindss Rartiefate makh@® OEA &1
very easy to direct dollars to our schools. Thes&icminded local merchantshave agreed todonate
a portion of their sales to theFoundation. All you have to do i€LICK HERIB take advantage of
generous offers from:

Issaquah Highlands Self Storage

WildFin American Girill

Christine Kipp, Ewing and Clark

Elements Therapeutic Massage

QuahPon

SchoolHouseTravel.com

Mail Clinic Gilman

Lexus of Bellevue

Amazon

Healthy Kids, Healthy Communities

Calling all physical fitness and healthy living enthusiasts. The Foundation wants you to sign upédor
Issaquah Rotay Run at Salmon Days on Sunday, Octobél' 2The 10K run, 5K walk and 1K Kids Dash
offer challenges for every level ANR portion of each entry fee will benefit the Issaquah Schools
Foundation? which will then benefit your kids. Last year the Foundationgeived a donation of nea

ly $10,000 from the Run. Word on the street is that Pacific Cascade Middle School has vowed to have
the largest team. Any challengers? Go wovw.isssaquahrunto join the fun.

Internship Time

Issaquah Schools Foundation has partnered with the Issaquah and Sammamish Chamberswf Co
merce to prepare our students for the workforce by promoting and publicizing available internships.
A database of internship opportunities will be made available in tBpring to ISD high school st
dents and alumnilf you are a businesshat provides internships, pleaseCLICK HERIiG take our
three-minute survey. A Foundationintern will follow up to answer specific questions and gather
more information.


http://www.isfdn.org/
http://www.issaquahschoolsfoundation.org/supporters/partners.htm
http://www.isssaquahrun/
http://www.zoomerang.com/Survey/WEB22CS36HSN97/
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Parent Education Opportunities

Below are some parent resources that have been sent to us. This is for your information only,
PTSA does not endorse any organizations.

CHADD (Children and Adults with Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder) will be hosting a
Parent to Parent class in October/November that was created to help parents support

their children with ADHD. Information about the class can be found on the CHADD website:
http:/ /www.chadd.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Parent_to Parent Program&Template=/CM
/HTMLDisplay.cfm&ContentID=12432

The Sammamish Plateau Parent Networking Group is an organization to educate, inform and
support parents in our community and to assist them in their most important job---raising
healthy, happy and responsible young people. Upcoming meetings are scheduled for Oct. 24,
Oct. 27, Nov. 28 and Dec. 1. For more information, contact Cherry O’Neill by phone at 206-
550-3809, or by e-mail at dwo-mci@msn.com.

For Community events and opportunities for high school students, go to
http: / /www.issaquah.wednet.edu/family/fliers.aspx and enter Skyline in the “Select your
school” box.
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