
 
 

PresidentsÕ Message 

Next General Membership Meeting 
Monday, January 8th @12:15pm in Staff Lounge 

As you find yourselves digging out from the snow, we wanted to reflect on the activities that 
some of our hard-working PTSA committees have been working on. 

1. Mini-Grants ÐThe biggest single donation to Skyline each year by our PTSA is in the 
form of mini-grants awarded to individual teachers or academic departments, given to 
help enhance the curriculum and learning environment of Skyline. This year Patti 
Holladay, our chairperson, worked tirelessly with her committee to review the grant 
requests submitted by our staff. Based upon their recommendations, the PTSA voted at 
our November meeting to award over $8,000 in mini-grants. Funded items include a 
portable piano for the Music Program, IB texts and materials, Biology specimen jars, 
Business and Marketing texts, Cooking Program support, professional development 
books, a portable cart, and organizational supplies. Patti and her committee have agreed 
to continue working to rewrite our guidelines to allow for a broader range of grant awards 
in the future.  

2. Matching Funds Ð As part of our annual ÒPass the Hat fundraiser,Ó the PTSA is able to 
raise additional monies through corporate matching funds. This is a committee of one, 
Suzie Wiley. Suzie has been our chairperson for this very important job for several years 
now. She faithfully follows up on every donation that can possibly be matched by your 
employers. Thanks to her dedication, the PTSA has continued to realize an increase in 
matching funds each year, resulting in more dollars for PTSA programs at Skyline. 
THANK YOU to all who take advantage of this benefit through your employer.  

3. Reflections Ð This national PTA competition for students in various fine art and writing 
categories takes place in the fall each year. StudentsÕ works are presented at a school 
competition. The winners move on to the district and then state levels. Skyline students 
have consistently had many entries each year, the most of all the high schools in the 
district. We had 51 student entr ies this year , including entr ies from PCFC. There 
were 22 in Visual Arts, 18 in Literature, and 11 in Photography. The entries are currently 
being judged. In addition to the judging by the Reflections Chair, we want to thank the 
judgesÐDebbie Pritchett/Literature, Laurie Cikatz/Visual Arts, Gina 
Mazzafero/PhotographyÐfor their time and expertise in judging these works. The twelve 
finalists will be selected and notified; their artwork will go on to the District competition 
on December 6. SkylineÕs finalists will be recognized at the schoolÕs Fine Arts Assembly 
on December 14. The Honorable Mentions and other participants will have their works 
on display in the library in January. District awards will be announced at the PTSA 
Council Reception on January 16, 2007.  

As always, we welcome your questions and comments. 
Happy Holidays and Warm Wishes for a Great New Year! 
Kara Neary tkneary@msn.com and CoCo Mills cocooffer@yahoo.com 



Mark Your Calendar 

Dec 7 Community Service Hours Turn-In During lunches, Skyline Commons 

Dec 14 Fine Arts Assembly 
Reflections Finalists Announced 

 

Jan 4 Community Service Hours Turn-In During lunches, Skyline Commons 

Jan 8 PTSA General Membership Meeting 
Nominating Committee Elected 

12:15pm, Staff Lounge 

Jan 16 PTSA Council Reflections Ceremony 7pm, Issaquah High School 

Jan 22 Parent Ed-All Parents Welcome 
ÒHow to Raise Responsible, Respectful Children in a 
World Where More is Never EnoughÓ 

PCFC Commons, 7pm 

Jan 30 Nominating Committee Training ISD Admin, 10am-noon 

 

Nominating Committee to be Elected 

The Skyline PTSA is seeking 3-7 candidates to serve on its Nominating Committee, which will 
be elected at the January 8th General Membership meeting. The responsibility of the committee is 
to identify, recruit, and nominate the best qualified candidate for each elected position of our 
PTSA. Members of the Nominating Committee are not barred from becoming nominees for 
elected office. 

¥ Individuals can nominate themselves to serve on the committee. 
¥ Members of the committee must be members of Skyline PTSA. 
¥ Members of the committee cannot have served on the committee the previous year. 

Interested candidates can either call or email Jean Manis, 425-369-8250, jeanmanis@msn.com 

Nominating committee members must be committed to PTSA, be willing to invest time into 
making it the best possible organization, and be capable of holding frank, honest, candid 
discussions about the potential nominees knowing that all conversations are confidential.  

Training for Nominating Committee members will be provided through the Issaquah PTSA 
Council on January 30 at the ISD admin building, 10am-12pm. 

Parent Education Opportunities 
Connie Dawson presentsÒHow to Raise Responsible, Respectful Children in a World Where More is 
Never EnoughÓ 

Monday, January 22, 2007, 7pm, Pacifi c Cascade Freshman Campus Commons 
Sponsored by the Issaquah PTSA Council 

As a Ph.D. in counselor education and co-author of the book ÒHow Much is Enough?,Ó Connie 
Dawson is one of the leading authorities on the long-term effects of overindulging children. She 
will provide information to parents on: 

¥ Why we overindulge our children and the unintended long-term negative impact this has 
¥ How do you make ÒNOÓ stick 
¥ What about iPod/cell phones? 
¥ Specific steps to keep you from wandering into the trap 
¥ The expected benefits for your children for being in charge 

Questions? Contact Ellen Dieken, Issaquah PTSA Council Parent Ed Co-Chair at 425-313-0350 
or ellenparentedptsa@hotmail.com 



The Sammamish Plateau Parent Networking Group will meet at the Sahalee Fire Station on 
December 11 from 7-9:30pm. Contact Cherry O'Neill, 425-868-2111 or dwo-mci@msn.com for 
more information. 

Up-to-date details about other parent education seminars/classes are posted on the Issaquah 
School District Parent Seminars webpage and on the Issaquah PTSA Council Parent Education 
webpage.  

Education Funding Tops Legislative Agenda 

One hundred years ago, PTA was actively pursuing legislation to outlaw child labor. Today we 
find it unimaginable that 5-year-old children worked in sweat shops to support their families. 
Our Washington State PTA voice continues to mobilize our membership to advocate for 
children. Education Funding Reform tops our agenda. I hope 100 years from now parents will 
look back at this decade and see how PTA advocated and changed how education is funded. 

Washington State has the 11th largest economy in the world. However, funding for education 
does not support our childrenÕs need to compete in a global economy. 30 years ago when 
education funding formulas were developed, Washington State was a very different place. The 
timber and manufacturing industries dominated our economy. Current funding formulas are 
outdated and cannot support the new and demanding needs of educating children. 

Last month 300 delegates representing 150,000 Washington State PTA members gathered in 
Yakima to develop our advocacy platform for this upcoming legislative season. We have sent a 
loud and clear message to our representatives to fix education funding. Issaquah ranks 268 out of 
296 school districts in Washington in how they are funded. 

The Issaquah SchoolÕs Foundation (ISF) annual luncheon raised $311,000 this year. ISFÕs grant 
process will help supplement funding our inequities. To learn more about what our neighboring 
schools foundations do or about funding inequities in Washington, visit the ISF website at 
www.issaquahschoolsfoundation.org. 

Why does Issaquah receive less money that 90% of the districtÕs across the state? Read the 
Seattle Times article, School levy lid isnÕt applied equally across state, at 
http://archives.seattletimes.nwsource.com/cgi-
bin/texis.cgi/web/vortex/display?slug=levylid21e&date=20061021&query=school+levy+lid 

Kelly Munn kellymunn@comcast.net 


