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PresidentsCMessage

Next General Membership Meeting
Monday, January 8th @12:15pm in Staff Lounge

Asyoufind yourselves digging outfrom the snow, we wanted to reflect ontheactivities tha
some of our hard-working PTSA committees have been working on.

1. Mini-GrantsBrhebiggest single dondionto Skylineeach year by our PTSA isin the
form of mini-grants awarded to individud teachers or academic departments, given to
hdp enhance the curriculum and learning environment of Skyline This year Patti
Holladay, our charperson, worked tirelessly with her committee to review thegrant
requests submitted by our staff. Based uponther recommenddions the PTSA voted at
our Novembe meeting to award over $8,000in mini-grants. Fundel itemsindudea
portable piano for theMusc Program, 1B texts and materials, Biology specimen jars,
Busness and Marketing texts, Cooking Program suppot, professiond development
books a portable cart, and organizationd supplies. Patti and her committee have agreed
to continueworking to rewrite our guiddinesto allow for a broader rangeof grant awards
in thefuture.

2. Matching Funds DAs pat of our annud (Pass the Hat fundraiser,Othe PTSA isableto
raise additiond monies throughcorporate matching funds Thisis a committee of one
Suzie Wiley. Suzie has been our charperson for this very important job for several years
now. Shefaithfully follows up on every dondionthat can possibly be matched by your
employers. Thanksto her dedication, the PTSA has continued to realize an increase in
matching fundseach year, resulting in more dollars for PTSA programs at Skyline
THANK Y OU to all who take advantage of this bendfit throughyour employer.

3. ReflectionsBThisnationd PTA compeitionfor studentsin variousfineart and writing
categories takes place in thefall each year. StudentsOworks are presented at a school
compdition. Thewinnas moveon to thedistrict and then state levels. Skyline students
have congstently had many entries each year, themog of al the high schoolsin the
district. We had 51 student entriesthisyear, including entriesfrom PCFC. There
were 22 in Visud Arts, 18in Literature, and 11 in Photography. Theentries are currently
being judgel. In addition to thejudging by the ReflectionsChair, we want to thank the
judgesEDebbie Pritchett/Literature, Laurie Cikatz/Visud Arts, Gina
Mazzafero/PhotographyEfor ther time and expertise in judging these works. Thetwelve
findists will be selected and notified; therr artwork will go onto the District competition
on December 6. Skyline@ findists will berecognized at the school@ Fine Arts Assembly
on December 14. The Honaable Mentionsand other participants will have thar works
ondisplay in thelibrary in Januay. District awardswill beannouned at the PTSA
Coundl Reception on Januay 16,2007.

As aways, we welcome your questionsand comments.

Happy Holidays and Warm Wishes for a Great New Y ear!
Kara Neary tkneary @msn.com and CoCo Mills cocooffer@yahoocom




Mark Your Calendar

Dec 7 Community Service Hours Turn-In During lunches, Skyline Commons
Dec 14 Fine Arts Assembly
Reflections Finalists Announced
Jan 4 Community Service Hours Turn-In During lunches, Skyline Commons
Jan 8 PTSA General Membership Meeting 12:15pm, Staff Lounge
Nominating Committee Elected
Jan 16 PTSA Council Reflections Ceremony 7pm, Issaquah High School
Jan 22 Parent Ed-All Parents Welcome PCFC Commons, 7pm
CHow to Raise Responsible, Respectful Childrenina
World Where Moreis Never EnoughO
Jan 30 Nominating Committee Training ISD Admin, 10am-noon

Nominating Committee to be Elected

The Skyline PTSA is seeking 3-7 candidaes to serve on its Nominaing Committee, which will
beelected at the Januay 8" Genera Membership meeting. Theresponsbility of the committee is
to identify, recruit, and nominate the best qudified candidae for each elected postion of our
PTSA. Members of the Nominaing Committee are not barred from becoming nominees for
elected office.

¥ Individuds can nominate themselves to serve onthe committee.
¥ Members of the committee mugt be members of Skyline PTSA.
¥ Members of thecommittee cannothave served onthe committee the previousyear.

Interested candidaes can either call or email Jean Manis, 425-369-8250,j eanmanis@msn.com
Nominating committee members mus be committed to PTSA, bewillingto invest timeinto

making it thebest possible organization, and be capable of holding frank, honest, candid
discussions aboutthe potential nominees knowingtha all conversationsare confidential.

Training for Nominaing Committee members will be provided throughthe Issaqueh PTSA
Coundl on Januay 30 at the ISD admin building, 10an-12pm

Parent Education Opportunities
Connie Dawson presentsCHow to Raise Regponsible, Respectul Childrenin a World Where Moreis
Never EnoughO

Monday, Jaruary 22, 2007, 7pm, Pacfi c Cagade FresimanCampus Commons
Sponsored by the Issaquah PTSA Council

AsaPh.D. in counslor education and co-author of thebook GHow Much is Enougl?,OConnie
Dawson is oneof theleading authorities on the long-term effects of overindulging children. She
will provideinformation to parents on:

Why we overindulge our children and theunintended long-term negative impact this has
How do you make ONOOstick

Wha aboutiPod/cell phones?

Specific stepsto keep you fromwandeaing into thetrap

¥ Theexpected bendfits for your children for being in charge

Questions? Contact Ellen Dieken, Issaquah PTSA Coundl Parent Ed Co-Chair at 425-313-0350
or ellenpaentedptsa@hotmail.com
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The Sammamish Plateau Parent Networking Group will meet at the Sahdee Fire Stationon
December 11 from 7-9:30pm. Contact Chery O'Neill, 425868-21110r dwo-mci @msn.com for
more information.

Up-to-date details aboutother parent education seminars/classes are poged on thelssagueh
School District Parent Seminars webpage and on thelssaqueh PTSA Coundl Parent Education
webpage

Education Funding Tops Legislative Agenda

Onehundeed years ago, PTA was actively pursuing legidation to outaw child labor. Today we
find it unimaginable that 5-year-old children worked in sweat shopsto suppot thar families.
Our Washington State PTA voice continues to mobilize our membership to advocate for
children. Eduaation Funding Reform topsour agenda | hope100years from now parents will
look back at this decade and see how PTA advoaated and changed how education isfunded.

Washington State has the 11" largest econorry in theworld. However, funding for education
does not suppot our children® need to compete in aglobd econorry. 30 years ago when
education funding formulas were developed, Washington State was a very different place. The
timber and manufacturing indugries dominated our econony. Current funding formulas are
outdated and cannot suppot the new and demanding needs of educating children.

Last month 300dd egates representing 150000 Washington State PTA members gathered in

Y akimato develop our advocacy platform for thisupaoming legidative season. We have sent a
loud and clear messageto our representatives to fix education funding. Issaqueh ranks268 out of
296 school districts in Washington in how they are funded.

Thelssaquah School® Foundaion (ISF) annud luncheon raised $311000this year. | SF@ grant
process will hep suppgement funding our inequities. To learn more aboutwha our neghboing
schools founddionsdo or aboutfunding inequities in Washington, visit thel SF webgte at
www.issaguehschoolsfounddion.org.

Why does I ssagqueh receive less money tha 90% of the district® across the state? Read the
Sesattle Times article, School levy lid isn®applied equaly across state, at
http://archives.seattl etimes.nwsource.convcgi-
bin/texis.cgi/web/vortex/display?dug=evylid21ek dae=20061021&ueay=schooklevy+lid

Kelly Munnkellymunn@comcast.net




